
 

1/30/2025 
No.20250130_1 

Rally Driver Hiroshi Masuoka Receives the Person of Sports Merit 
Award in Japan 
- The First Japanese Driver to Win the Dakar Rally for Two Consecutive Years 

with the Mitsubishi Pajero - 

 

Tokyo, January 30, 2025 - Mitsubishi Motors Corporation (hereafter, Mitsubishi 

Motors) is proud to announce that Hiroshi Masuoka, a Mitsubishi Motors rally driver, 

has received the person of sports merit award by the Minister of Education, Culture, 

Sports, Science and Technology of Japan on January 29. This prestigious award is 

offered to athletes, coaches, and others who have played an active role in the 

advancement of professional sports in Japan and have achieved exceptional results in 

the world of sports. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Koji Murofushi, Commissioner of Japan Sports Agency (Left) 

Hiroshi Masuoka, Vice President of MITSUBISHI MOTORS CORPORATION (Right) 

 

The Ministry honored Masuoka for his outstanding achievements in motorsports and 

his contributions to society. As a rally driver, he has achieved phenomenal success, 

becoming the first Japanese driver to claim two consecutive wins at the Dakar Rally, 

known as the world’s most grueling rally, in 2002 and 2003 with the Mitsubishi Pajero. 

Masuoka also leverages his expertise gained through his motorsports activities to the 

development of electrified vehicles, and actively contributes to the society by 

promoting safe driving awareness through Mitsubishi Motors’ customer events, 

including SUV and 4WD test drives and workshops.  

 

In recent years, Masuoka has participated in the Asia Cross Country Rally as the team 

director of Team Mitsubishi Ralliart. In 2022, he led the team to an overall first-place 

finish in their first attempt. 
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Commenting on the award, Masuoka said, “Ever since I was a little boy, cars have been 

my passion. The moment I got my driver’s license, I practiced wholeheartedly to join 

the exhilarating world of motorsports. I participated in the Dakar Rally 21 times and 

achieved my long-held dream of winning the overall championship in 2002 and 2003. 

I would like to express my gratitude to my fans, Mitsubishi Motors, Ralliart and all the 

others who have supported me for over 40 years, from my days as a driver to my 

current position as team director. Using the experience gained through my rally 

activities, I will strive to contribute to society in areas such as environmental 

conservation and traffic safety.” 

 

  

### 
 
About Mitsubishi Motors  
Mitsubishi Motors Corporation (TSE:7211) — a member of the Alliance with Renault 
and Nissan — is a global automobile company based in Tokyo, Japan, which has 
about 28,000 employees and a global footprint with production facilities in Japan 
and the ASEAN region. Mitsubishi Motors has a competitive edge in SUVs, pickup 
trucks and plug-in hybrid electric vehicles, and appeals to ambitious drivers willing to 
challenge convention and embrace innovation. Since the production of our first 
vehicle more than a century ago, Mitsubishi Motors has been a leader in 
electrification — launched the i-MiEV, the world’s first mass-produced electric vehicle 
in 2009, followed by the Outlander PHEV, the world’s first plug-in hybrid electric SUV 
in 2013. With a target of increasing the sales ratio of electrified vehicles to 100% by 
2035, Mitsubishi Motors will deliver models that embody Mitsubishi Motors-ness and 
contribute to the realization of a carbon-neutral society.  
For more information on Mitsubishi Motors, please visit the company's website at 
https://www.mitsubishi-motors.com/en/ 
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