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Environment

Preservation of Biodiversity

Mitsubishi Motors Group Guidelines for the 
Preservation of Biodiversity

◆ Locations of past initiatives
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All living things are intricately connected in various 
relationships and live in balance.  We benefit from this 
biodiversity in our lives.
Mitsubishi Motors both directly and indirectly impacts on 
biodiversity due to land use (including the construction of 
plants), the release of chemical substances from plants, 
and the greenhouse gas emitted from the use of the 
company’s products and business activities. We believe it 
is a priority to protect biodiversity so that we can continue 
to enjoy the blessings of biodiversity.
The company formulated the “Mitsubishi Motors Group 
Guidelines for the Preservation of Biodiversity” in August 
2010 and promotes conservation activities. None of 
our business sites in Japan are located in or adjacent to 
protected areas according to the Nature Conservation 
Act and prefectural codes. However, we have been 
progressively conducting surveys on ecosystems in order 
to understand the impact our business activities have on 
biodiversity.

The Mitsubishi Motors Group will continue to track and 
reduce its impact on biodiversity, recognizing that the 
activities of humankind can both benefit from and affect the 
diversity of living organisms. To this end, the entire Group 
will take on initiatives for preventing global warming and 
environmental contamination, and promote the recycling and 
efficient use of resources, while engaging in activities that 
pay consideration to biodiversity.

1. Consideration to biodiversity in business activities
We will track and reduce the impact of business 
activities on biodiversity by conserving energy, reducing 
the generation of waste, and curtailing the release of 
chemicals. At the same time, we will also pay consideration 
to neighboring communities when making use of land for 
factory construction and other purposes.

2. Consideration to biodiversity in products
We will promote fuel efficiency, exhaust gas 
countermeasures and recycling-friendly design of our 
products, while striving to select and use materials that 
pay consideration to the environment.

3. Education, understanding and self-awareness
We will continue to educate the entire Group from 
management to employees on the front lines to share a 
common understanding and develop a self-awareness of 
the relationship between business activity and biodiversity.

4. Cooperation and collaboration with society
These activities will be promoted in cooperation with all 
stakeholders including the supply chain, stockholders, local 
governments, local communities, non-profit organizations 
(NPOs) and non-governmental organizations (NGOs).

5. Information disclosure
We will strive to disclose and disseminate the content 
and results of these activities to customers and local 
communities.

Ecosystem Surveys at Business Sites 
in Japan

Production of vehicles requires largescale plants. 
Mitsubishi Motors believes that assessing the impact 
that the use of land in company business has on local 
biosystems is important to our biodiversity protection 
initiatives.
Based on this concept, we conduct ecosystem surveys 
at our domestic business sites with large-scale land, 
such as our factories with support from consultancies 
related to biodiversity. Ascertaining biosystems not only 
in domestic business sites but also in the surrounding 
environment by means of field surveys and documentary 
research leads to maintenance measures that are in 
harmony with local biodiversity.
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Survey of birds Owl found in survey
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The Tokachi Research & Development Center (Otofuke-
cho, Kato-gun, Hokkaido) has one of the largest 
Japanese test courses. 
Since May 2018, with support from Regional 
Environmental Planning, Inc., we have conducted an 
ecosystem survey of plants, mammals, birds, insects, 
and aquatic life.
As a result of the survey, it was confirmed that there are 
841 species of habiting plants and animals, of which 35 
are rare species. 
The forests of the Tokachi R&D Center located on a hill in 
Otofuke-cho, which has a vast amount of cultivated land, 
comprise diverse environments, including a conifer forest 
area, a deciduous broad-leaved forest, ponds, rivers and 
meadows.  It was found that a habitat is being provided 
for living things that prefer each of these environments. 
We will continue to engage in activities with an eye to 
biodiversity, such as the maintenance and management 
of greenery within our business sites. Through this, we 
believe that we can strengthen connection with the 
natural environment around Tokachi R&D Center.
From fiscal 2019, we will implement maintenance 
activities based on the issues identified in this survey.

Ecosystem Survey by Tokachi Research & 
Development Center

Overseas Preservation Activities

The overseas affiliate Mitsubishi Motors Philippines 
Corporation (MMPC) and the Philippines Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), in accord 
with the Sustainable Integrated Area Development (SIAD), 
began a joint afforestation project in March 2018. This 
project aims to realize sustainable development that 
is essential for people in poverty, who are particularly 
susceptible to climate change, and local communities that 
have been left behind by society. The plan is to plant trees 
in a total area of 100 hectares in approximately five years 
in Luzon. 
In fiscal 2018, coffee and cacao, etc. planting activities 
were conducted in an area of 32 hectares in the Province 
of Ilocos Norte.
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Biodiversity Data

Condition of Protected or Restored Habitats (Achievements by FY2018)

Habitat Status of Rare Species (Red List of Japanese Ministry of the Environment) in and around the Plants (Status up to FY2018)

Business Site Protection: 
Initiatives of preserving native plants and creatures in and around the plants

Restoration:
Initiatives of restoring the ecosystem in and around the business sites to the 

condition which native plants and creatures are able to live

Kyoto Plant-Shiga Environmental preservation of "Yatsuda" where White egret flower lives Restoration of cogongrass gregariousness, which provides habitats for various 
insects

Kyoto Plant-Kyoto ― Planting Asarum caulescens, Blackberry lily and Eupatorium japonicum, which are 
native plants of Kyoto city

Okazaki Plant and Research 
& Development Center

Preparation of growth environments for birds through the installation of birdbaths
―Construction of a culvert beneath the test course to provide a movement route for 

mammals, etc.

Category Number of 
Species Discovered Species

VU (Vulnerable) 3 Clouded salamander, Whirligig Beetle and Oryzias latipes

NT (Near Threatened) 7 White egret flower, Agrostis valvata, Eurasian Sparrowhawk, Japanese pond turtle, B lack-
spotted Pond Frog, Trigomphus citimus and Trigomphus interruptus

EN (Endangered) 1 Species of insects not to be disclosed

Kyoto Plant-Shiga (period of survey: 2013 - 2014)

Category Number of 
Species Discovered Species

NT (Near Threatened) 2
Northern Goshawk, Eurasian 
Sparrowhawk

DD (Data Deficient) 1 Polistes japonicus

Okazaki Plant and Research & Development Center
(period of survey: 2016)

Category Number of 
Species Discovered Species

VU (Vulnerable) 7
White tailed eagle, Black woodpecker, Far eastern brook lamprey, Japanese crayfish, 
Corydalis, Rhododendron dauricum, Ajuga ciliata var. villosior

NT (Near Threatened) 12
Japanese sable, Grey nightjar, Latham’s snipe, Northern goshawk, Lasius teranishi, Brenthis 
daphne (subspecies of Hokkaido/North Honshu), Glaucopsyche, Japanese big-ear radix, 
Hyphydrus japonicus Sharp, Ilybius apicalis, Water scavenger beetles, Potamogeton pusillus

EN (Endangered) 2 Margaritiferidae, Carex uda

DD (Data Deficient) 4 Tamias sibiricus, Hazel grouse, Ezo salamander, Coenomyia basalis

Tokachi Research & Development Center (period of survey: 2018)

Category Number of 
Species Discovered Species

VU (Vulnerable) 1 Falcon

NT (Near Threatened) 2
Osprey, Japanese buzzard 
(Okayama Prefecture Red Data 
Book)

Mizushima Plant (period of survey: 2017)
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