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Company History
Mitsubishi Motors Corporation (MMC) was established as a wholly-owned subsidiary of Mitsubishi Heavy Industries, Ltd. (MHI) on April 22, 1970. MMC 
began operating on June 1, 1970 when MHI's automotive division was formally transferred to it.

Year Chairmen & Presidents Major Milestones

1970 Jan. 31 Yuji Sato [P:MMSC] Apr. Mitsubishi Motors Corporation incorporated as wholly-owned subsidiary of MHI.

Apr. 22 Yuji Sato [P:MMC] Jun. MMC starts business taking over MHI motor vehicle division operations. MHI's Kyoto 

Works (certain facilities), Nagoya Motor Vehicle Works, Kawasaki Motor Vehicle Works 

(renamed "Tokyo Motor Vehicle Works" in the same month) and Mizushima Motor Vehicle 

Works transferred from MHI to MMC.
1972 Jan. Mitsubishi Rented Car, Inc. established in joint-venture between Mitsubishi Corporation, 

Mitsubishi Motor Sales Co. (MMSC, established through merger of Mitsubishi Fuso 

Motors and Shin Mitsubishi Motor Sales Co. in October 1964) and Avis Rentacar System, 

Inc. (Renamed "Mitsubishi Auto Lease Co.,Ltd." in October 1984 and "Mitsubishi Auto 

Credit-Lease Corporation" in July 1988).

1973 May 30 Tomio Kubo [P:MMC]

1974 Nov. 29 Tomio Kubo [P:MMSC]

1976 Jan. 15 Tomio Kubo [C:MMSC]

Jan. 15 Eiji Yokoyama [P:MMSC]

1977 Aug. MMC commissions Nagoya Motor Vehicle Works̶Okazaki Plant.

1979 Jun. 29 Tomio Kubo [C:MMC] Dec. MMC commissions Kyoto Works̶Shiga Plant.

Jun. 29 Yoshitoshi Sone [P:MMC]

1980 Oct. MMC and Mitsubishi Corporation jointly establish Mitsubishi Motors Australia Ltd. 

(MMC subsequently aquired all MMAL shares in December 2001, MMAL is currently a 

consolidated subsidiary of MMC).

1981 Jun. 29 Eiji Yokoyama [C:MMSC] Dec. MMC and Mitsubishi Corporation jointly establish Mitsubishi Motors Sales of America, Inc.

Jun. 29 Masao Suzuki [P:MMSC]

Jun. 30 Teruo Tojo [P:MMC]

1983 Jun. 29 Masao Suzuki [C:MMSC]

Jun. 29 Toshiharu Tanaka [P:MMSC]

Jun. 30 Teruo Tojo [C:MMC]

Jun. 30 Toyoo Tate [P:MMC]

1984 Oct. 1 Toshiharu Tanaka [C:MMC] Oct. MMC takes over management of Mitsubishi Motor Sales Co., Ltd. and renames it "Ryoji 

Corporation."

Oct. 1 Toyoo Tate [P:MMC]

1985 Jun. 27 Yoshisada Okano [C:MMC] Oct. MMC establishes Diamond-Star Motors Corporation (DSM) in a joint-venture agreement 

with Chrysler Corporation.

1988 Dec. MMC shares listed on First Section of Tokyo, Osaka and Nagoya stock exchanges.

1989 Jun. 29 Toyoo Tate [C:MMC] Mar. MMC shares listed on Kyoto, Hiroshima, Niigata, Fukuoka and Sapporo stock 

Jun. 29 Hirokazu Nakamura [P:MMC] exchanges.

1991 Oct. MMC purchases all Chrysler-owned shares in Diamond-Star Motors (DSM).

Nov. MMC acquires 33.3% stock (15% stake held by MMC affiliates included) of Volvo Car 

B.V. (renamed "Netherlands Car B.V." in January 1992) under terms of shareholders' 

agreement (signed in August 1991) with the Dutch State and Volvo Car Corp. relating to 

joint-venture production of passenger cars in the Netherlands.

1993 Mar. MMC establishes Mitsubishi Motor Sales Europe B.V.

1995 Jun. 29 Hirokazu Nakamura [C:MMC] Jul. DSM renamed "Mitsubishi Motor Manufacturing of America, Inc."

Jun. 29 Nobuhisa Tsukahara [P:MMC]

1996 Jun. 27 Takemune Kimura [P:MMC] Nov. MMC commissions Tokachi Proving Ground in Hokkaido.

1997 Nov. 27 Takemune Kimura [C:MMC]

Nov. 27 Katsuhiko Kawasoe [P:MMC]

1999 Feb. MMC acquires half of the Dutch government's 16.7% holding in Netherlands Car B.V., 

bringing its equity interest up to 50% (15% stake held by MMC affiliates included).

Jun. Nagoya Motor Vehicle Works, Mizushima Motor Vehicle Works and Tokyo Motor Vehicle 

Works renamed "Nagoya Plant," "Mizushima Plant" and "Tokyo Plant," respectively.

Dec. MMC and AB Volvo sign strategic operational alliance covering trucks and buses.
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2000 Nov. 1 Takashi Sonobe [P:MMC] Jul. MMC signs Master Alliance Agreement with DaimlerChrysler AG covering passenger car 

operations.

2001 Mar. MMC acquires AB Volvo's 50% stake in Netherlands Car B.V., thereby increasing its 

equity interest to 100% (15% stake held by MMC affiliates included. Netherlands Car B.V. 

is currently an MMC subsidiary).

Apr. MMC replaces AB Volvo with DaimlerChrysler as its strategic alliance partner in truck & 

bus sector.

2002 Jun. 25 Takashi Sonobe [C:MMC] Mar. MMC enters agreement with Nissan Motors and JATCO TransTechnology Ltd. (JTT, 

Jun. 25 Rolf Eckrodt [P:MMC] renamed "JATCO Ltd." in April 2002) to integrate MMC and JTT automatic and CV 

transmission operations.

Apr. MMC spins off AT and CVT operations into a separate company, incorporating them as 

Diamondmatic Co., Ltd. Following this, MMC transfers its Kyoto Plant-Yagi facilities to 

Diamondmatic Co., Ltd.

Jul. MMC exchanges all shares held in Diamondmatic Co., Ltd. with JATCO Ltd., giving MMC 

an 18% share in JATCO.

Sep. MMC agrees to spin off its truck and bus operations and subsequently sells shares in the 

new company to DaimlerChrysler AG.

Oct. MMC signs agreement with 10 Mitsubishi group firms concerning the spin-off of truck and 

bus operations and sale of shares in the new company.

Dec. Mitsubishi Motors Sales Europe B.V. is merged with Mitsubishi Motors Europe B.V. 

(presently a consolidated subsidiary).

2003 Jan. Mitsubishi Motor Sales of America, Inc., Mitsubishi Motor Manufacturing of America, 

Inc. and one other company are merged to form Mitsubishi Motors North America, Inc. 

(presently a consolidated subsidiary).

Jan. MMC truck and bus operations are spun off under Japan's corporate separation law and 

established as Mitsubishi Fuso Truck and Bus Corporation (MFTBC). Accompanying this 

move, the Truck & Bus Production Office (Kawasaki Plant) is transferred to MFTBC and all 

shares of Mitsubishi Fuso Truck of America, Inc. are succeeded to by MFTBC.

Mar. MMC sells a 43% stake in MFTBC to DaimlerChrysler AG and a collective 15% stake to 

10 Mitsubishi group firms, leaving it with a shareholding of 42% in MFTBC.

May MMC moves its head office to 16-4, Konan 2-chome, Minato-ku, Tokyo.

Jun. MMC renames Kyoto Plant "Powertrain Plant."

2004 Apr. 30 Yoichiro Okazaki [C,P:MMC] Mar. MMC sells 22% stake in MFTBC to DaimlerChrysler AG, leaving it with a shareholding of 

20% in MFTBC.

Jun. 29 Hideyasu Tagaya [P:MMC]

2005 Jan. 28 Takashi Nishioka [C:MMC] Mar. MMC transferred a 20% stake in MFTBC to DaimlerChrysler AG in Germany, leaving no 

Jan. 28 Osamu Masuko [P:MMC] shareholding in MFTBC.

2006 Mar. Mitsubishi Corporation and Diamond Lease Co., Ltd. sign a basic agreement to 

reorganize Mitsubishi Auto Credit-Lease Corporation and Diamond Auto Lease Co., Ltd.

2007 Jan. MMC moves its head office to 33-8, Shiba 5-chome, Minato-ku, Tokyo.

2008 Mar. Mitsubishi Motors Australia Limited, MMC's manufacturing and marketing subsidiary in 

Australia, discontinued local production.
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 Jeep production at MMC 
 ended in 1998.
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1917

Notable MMC Cars

The first compact four-wheel pas-
senger car made by Mitsubishi 
designed for affordable family 
use. To make driving this car 
comfortable even on less-than-
per fect Japanese roads, the 
model used a 4-wheel indepen-
dent suspension and a rigid 
monocoque body. The model 
took part in motor sports and won 
the 1st to 3rd places in the A-
Class (750cc or smaller) races at 
the 9th Macao Grand Prix in 1962.

1962

Mitsubishi 500

1960

A subcompact equipped with a 
high-performance engine and a 
4-speed transmission, the model 
of fered a maximum speed of 
86km/hr with 26km/liter fuel effi-
ciency. It also had such easy-
driving features as self-canceling 
blinkers and autostop windshield 
wipers.

Minica

1976

Under the basic concept of “re-
specting human nature” Lancer 
was developed as a popular car 
in the class between the larger 
Galant and smaller Minica. Safe-
ty was the key feature in the 
body construction and other ar-
eas. Other features included 
such anti-pollution technologies 
as Mitsubishi’s proprietary MCA 
system, fuel evaporation control 
system and a blow-by-gas reduc-
tion device.

1st-Generation Lancer

This first Colt model; Colt 600 
launched in 1962 and was fol-
lowed by models 1000, 1500, 
800, 1100 and 1000F, keeping 
pace with the progress of motor-
ization in Japan. The Colt 1000, 
in particular, was famous for its 
21.5km/liter fuel economy and 
high-output engine that provided 
excellent acceleration and a 
maximum speed of 125km/hr.

Colt 600

1973

A two-box style hatchback devel-
oped under the concept of meet-
ing the day’s energy-conservation 
needs and ensuring genuine lux-
ury within a limited space, this 
model featured the MCA-JET en-
gine that complied with the emis-
sions regulation and was Mitsubi-
shi’s first frout-wheel drive model, 
Mitsubishi’s unique “Supershift” 
transmission and a newly devel-
oped U-shape rear independent 
suspension. It became an epoch-
al model in terms of performance 
and one of Mitsubishi’s two key 
products along with Galant.

Mirage 1400GLX

1978

The model boasted a highly 
aerodynamic, low and wide body 
featuring an airdam skirt, sharply 
raked windshield and uniquely 
Mitsubishi semifast, cutoff tail. It 
made good use of the ASTRON 
80 engine, a fully adjustable 
seating system including adjust-
able rear seats and a new sus-
pension system—all of which 
were innovative at the time.

Galant Sigma

Mitsubishi begins serious auto manufacturing 
with the Mitsubishi 500, the first postwar popular 
car made by Mitsubishi. The automotive division of Mitsubishi Heavy Industries spins off as Mitsubishi Motors Corporation in 1970.

The origin of MMC vehicles was the Mitsubishi Model A, Japan’s first mass-production passenger 
car developed by Mitsubishi Heavy Industries in 1917 (then Mitsubishi Shipbuilding).
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2000
1982

A serious off-road 4WD vehicle 
with the feel of a passenger car, 
this model used a 2300 turbo-
diesel engine that offered both 
high 17.0km/liter fuel-efficiency 
and a high-power maximum out-
put of 95ps/4200rpm. With the 
independent front suspension, 
suspension seat, silent shaft and 
direct-coupled chain-drive trans-
fer, it brought together Mitsubi-
shi's advanced technologies.

Pajero

The model used a high-perfor-
mance, fuel-efficient Sirius 80-
2000ECI turbo engine that incor-
porated the MCA-JET, spiral-
in jec t ion and ac celera t ion 
increase system. It also featured 
exceptional aerodynamic charac-
teristics including a super-slanted 
nose to reduce lif t, a wedge 
shape to reduce air resistance 
and a fumble form for yaw - mo-
ment control.

Starion

1986

The first 4WD one-box wagon in 
Japan, the model was called the 
“sof t cube” st yle car for i ts 
unique form with soft curves and 
superior space efficiency. 

Delica Star Wagon

1990
Minica Toppo was developed un-
der the new concept that a mini-
car could also be fun to drive. 
Designed with its own hood, it 
features quick, easy handling 
and superior riding comfort with 
a tall boxy cabin and the lug-
gage space of a standard one-
box model. The spacious interior, 
thanks to the high ceiling, ac-
commodated a wide range of 
optional features and equipment 
that customers could f reely 
choose from.

Minica Toppo

A wide body of fered a cabin 
whose spaciousness exceeded 
conventional expectations for a 
compact sedan. It also featured 
many safety features including 
an advanced traction control 
system. This was the model that 
created the 2.5-liter car market 
in Japan in response to the new 
tax legislation.

Diamante

1991

An RV model inspired by a com-
p l e t e l y  n e w  c o n c e p t  a n d 
equipped with a rear sliding 
door, RVR was full of ground 
breaking ideas. The short nose 
and tall cabin effectively opti-
mized interior space, and the 
flexible design could be freely 
changed according to the num-
ber of passengers and size of 
luggage. 

RVR

1994

With an innovative 4-cylinder 
DOHC 20-valve engine using 5 
valves per cylinder, Pajero Mini 
was equipped with a highly effi-
cient supercharging twin-scroll 
turbo. It featured the Easy-Select 
2/4WD allowing a choice of 2WD 
and high- and low-speed 4WD. 
Adopting McPherson struts in the 
front and 5-link 4-coil suspen-
sion in the rear, it achieved a sol-
id balance of superior maneuver-
abil i t y  and excellent  r iding 
comfort. 

Pajero Mini

MMC’s reputation as the technological leader in the auto industry became even 
stronger as its cars won leading rallies, among other accomplishments.

MMC’s ability to create new value makes it a leader 
in the era of 4WD.

Revisiting the Origins of Mitsubishi’s Automaking and Looking Ahead into the Future
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Major Production and Sales Models

Seating Capacity : 7 persons / 3.0, 3.8 Litter Engine 

Mini Cars

Standard Cars

Seating Capacity : 5, 7 persons / 2.4 Litter Engine Seating Capacity : 5 persons / 1.5 Litter Engine 

Seating Capacity : 5 persons / 2.0 Litter Engine Seating Capacity : 6, 7 persons / 2.4 Litter Engine 

Seating Capacity : 8 persons / 2.4 Litter Engine Seating Capacity : 8 persons / 2.4 Litter Engine 

Seating Capacity : 5 persons / 1.3, 1.5 Litter Engine Seating Capacity : 4 persons / 0.66 Litter Engine 

Seating Capacity : 4 persons / 0.66 Litter Engine Seating Capacity : 4 persons / 0.66 Litter Engine Seating Capacity : 4 persons / 0.66 Litter Engine

Pajero Outlander Lancer

Lancer Evolution X Galant Fortis Grandis

Delica D:5 Delica D:5 ROADEST

Colt Plus i

Seating Capacity : 5 persons / 1.3, 1.5 Litter Engine 

Seating Capacity : 4 persons / 0.66 Litter Engine 

Colt

eK Wagon

Pajero Mini Town box Toppo

Seating Capacity : 5 persons / 2.0 Litter Engine 
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Outlander

Seating Capacity : 5・7 persons / 2.0, 2.2, 2.4 Litter Engine 

Triton / L200

Seating Capacity : 2, 3, 5, 6 persons / 2.5, 3.2 Litter Engine 

Thailand

Pajero Sports

Derivation of MMC Major Models Name

Seating Capacity : 5, 7persons / 2.5, 3.2 Litter Engine 

Colt CZC Cabriolet

Seating Capacity : 5 persons / 1.5 Litter Engine

Eclipse / Eclipse Spyder

Seating Capacity : 4 persons / 2.4, 3.8 Litter Engine 

Endeavor Galant

U.S.A.

Seating Capacity : 5 persons / 3.8 Litter Engine Seating Capacity : 5 persons / 2.4, 3.8 Litter Engine 

Europe

Seating Capacity : 5 persons / 1.1, 1.3, 1.5 Litter Engine 

Colt

Name Derivation and Meaning

Colt From the English for young horse

Colt Plus Giving a "plus" to luggage space and overall appeal

Delica D:5 From “delivery car”; D:5 meaning “5th-generation Delica”

Diamante From the Spanish; reflecting the company's Three-Diamond logo

Eclipse Undefeated 18th-century English racehorse which won 26 races

eK Wagon Coined from the Japanese "ii-kei", for Excellent K-car (minicar)

Endeavor Evoking the concepts of "challenge," "adventure," "travel" and an image of futuristic innovation

Galant Fortis Galant, French for “gallant” combined with Fortis, Latin for “brave”

Grandis A derivative of the French "grandious"

i From the Japanese "ai" meaning love, and representing intelligence, innovation, and imagination

Lancer A cavalry soldier armed with a lance

Lancer Evolution Evolving the idea of progression to a higher state of being

MiEV Short for Mitsubishi Innovative Electric Vehicle; next-generation EV being developed by Mitsubishi Motors

Minica A derivative of "Minicar"

minicab Light cab-over vehicle with a cargo bed

Outlander From the English "outland", evoking the feeling of journeying to distant, unexplored lands in search of adventure

Pajero Named after a mountain cat that inhabits the Patagonia plateau region in southern Argentina

Pajero iO Italian for "I", one's very own Pajero

Pajero Mini All the features of its big brother Pajero in an easy-to-handle, highly maneuverable, compact and highly economic package

Space Gear Reflects the generous "space" available for transporting large quantities of leisure and sports "gear"

Town box A vehicle with ample load space but which is designed for city use

Triton Tri, English meaning “3” (from Mitsubishi = three diamonds), combined with “ton” of “1-ton pickup”

Zinger Referring to the concept of "inspiring the spirit" and to a person with vitality


